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On deck sampling protocols followed during the NMFS/Industry Survey Trawl Study
required that the scientific staff onboard the R/V Albatross IV estimate the total volume, to the
nearest liter, and identify to the lowest taxon possible, the ‘other catch’ component of Yankee
#36 trawl catches. The data from each tow were summarized by sampling area and gear
configuration and are presented in Tables 1-3.

Material caught by the trawls included items as diverse as bait bags, plastic, and wood to
brittle starfish, polychaetes, and seaweed.

Overall, the ‘optimal’ gear configuration (OPT) caught more species/items, at a higher
volume than the ‘worst case scenario’ configuration (WCS). The OPT configuration in Area 1,
the northwest corner of CAI had the highest average volume while Area 3, in the northeast
corner of CAI had the highest number of species/items per tow. The deep water area east of
Cape Cod (Area 3) had on average the fewest number of items and the lowest volumes in both
configurations.

OPT Configuration WCS Configuration
Number of Number of
Volume (I)  Species/Items Volume (I)  Species/Items
Area 1: NW CAI 6.90 5.1 1.00 1.9
Area 2: E Cape Cod 0.77 1.5 0.62 0.8
Area 3: NE CAI 6.31 5.4 1.23 2.2

All Areas 4.47 3.9 0.94 1.6



Table 1. Composition of the ‘Other Catch’ component of R/V Albatross IV trawl catches in Area 1, NW CAI during the Survey Trawl
Study (Cruise AL02-11). Gear configuration 0 = OPT; 1 = WCS.
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Table 2. Composition of the ‘Other Catch’ component of R/V Albatross IV trawl catches in Area 2, East of Cape Cod during the
Survey Trawl Study (Cruise AL02-11). Gear configuration 0 = OPT; 1 = WCS.
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Table 3. Composition of the ‘Other Catch’ component of R/V Albatross 1V trawl catches in Area 3, NE CAI during the Survey Trawl
Study (Cruise AL02-11). Gear configuration 0 = OPT; 1 = WCS.
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